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U.S. EPA fundsalmond pesticide study in three Califor nia counties

SAN FRANCISCO — The U.S. EPA announced recently that it has awarded a $40,000 grant to
the Cdifornia Department of Pesticide Regulation to assst dmond growersin Butte, Kern and
Stanidaus counties.

The grant will help growers understand new state regulations that protect waterways from pesticide
impacts, and will support the dmond industry’ s efforts to promote more environmentaly sensitive
methods of pest control.

Adminigtered by the State, this grant will foster cooperation with the Almond Board of Cdifornia,
growers and pest management advisors, the University of Cdifornia Cooperative Extenson and county
agricultural commissoners.

Cdifornid s amond industry has demonsrated leedership in addressing the environmentd issue of
surface water contamination from pesticide use, which is aregulatory target of two Cdifornia agencies.

Thanks to the dmond industry’ s past integrated pest management research and its efforts under the
Pest Management Alliance — funded for five years by the sate's Department of Pesticide Regulation —
the dmond industry now boasts a strong foundation of scientific research and demondtration of a
reduced-risk system of amond production across a network of research and demondtration sitesin the
three counties.

“We gppreciate the Almond Board' s leadership in demondtrating with growers how voluntary
changesin pest management practices can ease the pressures of new regulations and, that regulatory
and voluntary gpproaches taken together can address environmentd impacts and offer measurable
improvements” said Enrique Manzanilla, director of the Cross MediaDivison in the EPA’s Pecific
Southwest regiond office in San Francisco. “I’' m very glad that the Department of Pesticide Regulation



and the Almond Board have agreed to do thiswork and I’'m very glad that the EPA was able to fund
it.”

“Thetiming for this grant could not be better,” said DPR Director Paul Helliker. “In the years that
DPR provided Pest Management Alliance grants to the industry, we saw almond growers reduce their
use of chlorpyrifos from 298,000 pounds to 163,000 pounds ayear. And diazinon use dropped from
114,000 pounds to 63,000 pounds a year. Both pesticides are a concern because of runoff into surface
waters, so the results were impressive.”

Unfortunately, the Alliance grant program was suspended last year, due to State budget cuts, said
Helliker. “EPA’s grant will further help dmond growers develop dormant season pest management
drategies that are productive from both an environmental and economic standpoint.”

Prdiminary results show that extensive orchard monitoring is the key to success in controlling key
pests and diseases and that reduced risk practices appear to be controlling pests below economic
damage levels, according to Chris Heintz, the Almond Board' s director of research.

The new EPA grant will help amond growers understand the relationship between their pest
management practices and the state’ s dormant season pray regulations and pollutant loads into
waterways, and will broaden the availability of information about reduced-risk dternatives to the use of
pesticides during the dormant season.

“The impacts of dormant sprays and economic analysis of possible dternatives have been an
important component of this ongoing program,” noted Heintz. “This grant will enadble the industry to
continue educationd efforts about dormant spray impacts and best management practices.”



